Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
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TIPS

RESULTS

Date__Venue Team 1 Price”_Team 2 Price”_|Bet Team 1_Bet Team 2 | ProfitLoss | Predicted Winner Pred Margin | _ Winner Marginn
T4-JukB M C G Richmond (6th) 5265 Melbourne (3rd) - 370% - (3.70%) 12 Melbourne B x
15-Jul08 M.C.G Essendon (16th) .25 St Kilda (7th) - 6.45% - (6.46%) 19 St Kida 3 v
15-Jul06 Football Park  [Adelaide (1st - Hawthor (14th) - - - - 59 Adelaide ® v
16-Jul08 Docklands Kangaroos (13th) - Brisbane Lions (12th) - - - - 1 Bishane Lions 1 v
15-Jul0B Subiaco [West Coast 2nd) - Sydney Gth) - - - - 9 West Coast 2 v
1B-Jul08 Kardinia Park  [Geelong (10th) - Port Adelaide (11th) - - - - 14 Geelong wov
16-Jul08 Docklands Carlton (15th) $400 Westem Bulldogs (5th) - 393% - (3.93%) 32 [WestemBuldogs 30 v
16-Jul05 M.C.G Colingwood (dth) - Fremantle Bth) - - - - pil Fremantle B x
W08 0.00%  (14.08%)

14.08%





Those of you who are fans of The Simpsons will recall the episode in which Lisa publicly spurns Ralph’s affections and then Bart, who has the whole incident on tape, remarks as he replays it "If you watch it in slow motion, you can actually see the exact second where his heart breaks".
Had there been a camera at my place on Saturday afternoon when the Dons surrendered the lead to the Saints for the first, last and only time in the final few minutes of the game, you could have seen the exact second when my heart broke too. Financially it’s the same outcome I know, but I’d much rather be blown away in the first quarter than lose the way the Dons did at the G. 
It’s said that, after a string of losses, teams can forget how to win, and the Dons certainly looked like a team suffering from that affliction on Saturday. Assuming that this theory holds, if the Dons lose too many more it’s going to take past lives regression therapy for some of them to remember how to win.

For the record, the difference in the share price if the Dons had won instead of lost is 40.6c.

Okay, enough bleating. Three bets and three losses this weekend, moving us to 13½ and 30½ (31%) for the season and dropping the share price to 71.72c.
On the tipping front, a solid weekend with 6 correct tips from 8 moving us to 77 and 43 and a near season-high percentage of 64.2%.
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Model Tipping Performance and Season Win-Loss Record by Team
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Tip as Fav* Tip as U'dog|  Total

w_ L w_t|lw L
2 2 12 2
o3 13
41 4
6 1 2 2|8 3
703 o 1|7 4
5 3 73
6 4 1|7 s
43 o 1|4 s
21 o1 2
43 43
42 o1 s 3
2 4 o 1|2 s
10 1 0
21 21

o 1o 1
02 o_1lo 3

700330 5.0__10.0] 7.0 430
0% EX3 6.2%

* Favouritism is determined at the time bets are placed



This weekend I’ve sorted the tipping performance table into ladder order. It shows how rarely, given their ladder position, the Model’s tipped Melbourne (5 times), and how frequently it’s tipped Brisbane (8 times) and Port Adelaide (7 times). That said, it’s done a remarkable job with the Lions, tipping 5 of their 6 wins, but only 3 of their 9 losses.
The Adelaide and Melbourne winning streaks continued this weekend. Adelaide has now won 12 of its last 13 games, including its last 7 in a row, while Melbourne has won 11 of its last 12, including its last 6 in succession. 
Carlton, on the other hand, extended its losing sequence to 8 in a row, while the Dons stretched theirs to 14. These two meet next weekend though, so, barring a draw, someone’s hard work is going to be undone. 
Model Tipping Performance by Predicted Victory Margin
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On victory margins, the Model finally registered an incorrect tip where it’d tipped a victory margin of 18 or more, with Collingwood’s loss to Fremantle breaking a sequence of 22 consecutive correct tips of this sort stretching back to Round 9. Still, its record of 36 and 8 (82%) is pretty impressive.
2006 Season and Historical Victory Margins
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More generally on margins, close games over the past few weeks have driven down the season average, which now stands at 34.0 points per game, about ½ a point below the long-term average. 

Also, exactly one-quarter of the games this year have been won by fewer than 12 points, about 3½% more than the long-term average. 

Team Performance in Games with a Margin of 11 points of Fewer
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With so many close games this year, you’d expect that ladder position 
would be linked to performance in close games. As you can see from the table at right, this is generally true, with West Coast, Melbourne and the Western Bulldogs all performing well in close games, and the Roos, Cats, Blues and Dons all performing badly. The Dons, for example, after this week are 0 and 5 in games settled by 11 points or fewer. 

Adelaide’s 2 and 2 performance is something of an anomaly, though it should be noted that the 2 losses are its only 2 losses of the season.
Also anomalous is Collingwood’s failure to register a single win or loss with a margin of 11 points or fewer. Most teams have been involved in at least 2 such games this year, and the average is 3¾ games of this sort per team.

Winning and Losing Margins by Team
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Looking at all victory margins, we find that Adelaide is anomalous once again, with 9 of its victories being by 36 points or more. This is 4 more victories of this size than any other team.

In terms of blowout losses, Port Adelaide leads the pack with 7, though Hawthorn with 6 and Essendon with 5 should not be written off as contenders for Thumpee of the Year honours.

Model and Team Line Betting Performance
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Next, a look at line or margin betting. This weekend the Model tipped a solid 6 from 8 on line betting, moving it to 62 and 58 (51.7%) for the season. 

Looking at it on a team-by-team basis (see table at right), you can see that Adelaide, Richmond and Collingwood have been very kind to punters who’ve selected them, with Adelaide and Collingwood generally being able to cover the margin or start they’ve given, and Richmond generally being able to win or lose by less than the margin when receiving start.
The Lions, Blues, Hawks, Saints and the Eagles have all been fairly poor bets generally on line betting, with each of these teams winning only 6 of the 15 rounds to date (if Sportsbet’s doing its job, teams should win about 50% of games on line betting).
Predictability of Weekend’s Results and Par Tipping Scores
Finally, there’s one table I haven’t done for a while, showing the relatively unlikelihood of the weekend’s 8 winners. Here’s the latest:

	Round
	Combined Odds for Eight Winners
	Par Tipping Score*

	1
	327/1
	5

	2
	146/1
	6

	3
	253/1
	5.5

	4
	350/1
	3

	5
	112/1
	6

	6
	254/1
	4

	7
	176/1
	5

	8
	164/1
	5.5

	9
	66/1
	6

	10
	31/1
	8

	11
	55/1
	6

	12
	322/1
	3

	13
	156/1
	6

	14
	111/1
	6

	15
	39/1
	6


* achieved by tipping the favourite for every game and crediting 0.5 for games with equal favourites

So, this week’s eventual winners weren’t particularly surprising to Sportsbet. Ah, but if only one result had been different …
As always, the Fund is open for buying or selling until 5pm Wednesday at the prevailing share price.
‘Til Thursday,
Tony
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